§3410.2-3

(1) Result in disturbance that would
cause significant and lasting degrada-
tion to the lands or injury to improve-
ments, or in any disturbance other
than that necessary to determine the
nature of the overlying strata and the
depth, thickness, shape, grade, quan-
tity, quality or hydrologic conditions
of the coal deposits; or

(2) Jeopardize the continued exist-
ence of a threatened or endangered spe-
cies of fauna or flora or destroy or
cause adverse modification to its crit-
ical habitat. No exploration license
shall be issued until after compliance
with sections 105 and 106 of the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act (16
U.S.C. 470(f)) with respect to any cul-
tural resources which might be affected
by any activity under the exploration
license.

(b) The authorized officer shall in-
clude in each exploration license re-
quirements and stipulations to protect
the environment and associated nat-
ural resources and to ensure reclama-
tion of the lands disturbed by the ex-
ploration.

[47 FR 33135, July 30, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 8626, Mar. 4, 1985]

§3410.2-3 Surface management agen-
cy.

The authorized officer may issue an
exploration license covering lands the
surface of which is under the jurisdic-
tion of any Federal agency other than
the Bureau of Land Management only
in accordance with those conditions
prescribed by the surface management
agency concerning the use and protec-
tion of the nonmineral interests in
those lands.

[44 FR 42613, July 19, 1979. Redesignated at 47
FR 33135, July 30, 1982]

§3410.3 Exploration licenses.

§3410.3-1 Issuance and termination of
an exploration license.

(a) The authorized officer has the dis-
cretion to issue an exploration license
or to reject the application therefor
under this subpart.

(b) An exploration license shall be-
come effective on the date specified by
the authorized officer as the date when
exploration activities may begin. An
exploration license shall not be valid
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for more than two years from its effec-
tive date.

(c) The approved exploration plan
shall be attached and made a part of
each exploration license.

(d) Subject to the continued obliga-
tion of the licensee and the surety
company to comply with the terms and
conditions of the exploration license,
the exploration plan, and the regula-
tions, a licensee may relinquish an ex-
ploration license for all or any portion
of the lands covered by it. A relinquish-
ment shall be filed in the Bureau of
Land Management State Office in
which the original application was
filed. See 43 CFR subpart 1821.

(e) An exploration license may be
cancelled by the authorized officer for
noncompliance with its terms and con-
ditions, the exploration plan, or the
regulations, after the authorized offi-
cer has notified the licensee of the vio-
lation(s) in writing and the licensee
has failed to correct the violation(s)
within the period prescribed in the no-
tice.

(f) Should a licensee request a modi-
fication to the exploration plan, the
authorized officer may approve the
modification if geologic or other condi-
tions warrant.

(g9) When unforeseen conditions that
could result in substantial disturbance
to the natural land surface or damage
to the environment or improvements
are encountered, or when geologic or
other physical conditions warrant a
modification in the approved explo-
ration plan:

(1) The authorized officer may adjust
the terms and conditions of the explo-
ration license, or

(2) The authorized officer may direct
adjustment in or approve modification
of the exploration plan. If the licensee
does not concur in the adjustment of
the terms and conditions of the explo-
ration license and exploration plan, he/
she may, under 43 CFR part 4, appeal
the decision modifying the license, or
he/she may relinquish the exploration
license.

(h) Exploration licenses shall not be
extended. Exploration operations may
not be conducted after the exploration
license has expired. The licensee may
apply for a new exploration license as
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